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Vintage Singer Sewing 

Machines 
Beautiful Machines With A Long History 
A vintage Singer sewing machine should be a consideration for anyone who is thinking about 
purchasing a sewing machine. The production of  Singer sewing machines began in the 1850’s 
with millions of  machines eventually being sold to eager customers. The beautiful cabinets, well-
made machines, and practical improvements made a Singer a must have for the average 
household. In fact, the quality of  these early machines was so good that there are still many 
Singer sewing machines in use today.  

Older Singer sewing machines are a great choice because of  the variety of  models, their great 
quality and the availability of  machines and replacement parts. It is possible, however, to become 
overwhelmed by all the various models when you start looking for a Singer vintage machine. 
Singer produced so many sewing machines over its long history that it can be difficult to choose 
from the wide range of  machines available. With perseverance and a little research, not only will 
you get a dependable workhorse of  a machine but you may also end up with a work of  industrial 
art that you can proudly display in your home. 

I have acquired quite a few (15 and counting) vintage sewing machines over the years. Some are 
over 100 years old and are still going strong. Each one is unique and has its own story about how 
I acquired and rejuvenated it. One thing that they all have in common is that they all sew a 
beautiful stitch. 

Singer 99K  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What is a Vintage Singer 

Sewing Machine 
Over a Century of  Innovation and Production 
The Singer Sewing Machine Company has been in business for over 160 years in one form or 
another. In its hey-day it was the dominant manufacturer and marketer of  sewing machines, a 
technology that had a profound impact on its customers akin to some of  the impact that 
electronics have had on our lives today. Singer produced millions of  incredibly robust sewing 
machines that are still operating and are available for you to purchase. With such a long history 
of  production and so many models to choose from you really want to learn some of  the basics 
before you make a purchase. 

The History of  Singer Sewing Machines 

A Success Story 
Singer was established in 1851 with its first large factory for mass production being built in 1863. 
By the 1860’s it had become the biggest sewing machine manufacturer worldwide. By 1913 
Singer had sold over 3 million sewing machines. The Singer sewing machine was the first 
complex standardized technology to be mass marketed. Singer evidently excelled at marketing as 
their products were in 80% of  households by 1890! 

A Life Changing Technology 
Try to imagine what it would've been like before sewing machines became available in the 1850’s. 
Prior to their introduction women spent a large amount of  their time making and mending 
clothes for their families. Middle-class housewives, even with the aid of  a hired seamstress, would 
have to spend several days of  every month on this task. Something as simple as sewing a dress 
could take 10 hours to make by hand. Because of  the time consuming nature of  this chore, most 
individuals would have only two sets of  clothing: a work outfit and a Sunday outfit. Can you 
imagine that? 
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Classic Singer Sewing Machines 

Beauty & Functionality 
The second group of  Singer sewing machines was produced after the 1920’s and I like to call 
them Classic. They were still designed with what I consider the classic style – shiny black, with 
gold decals and with the swan-like shape (thin neck), but could be ordered with an electric motor. 
They often came in beautiful cabinets and bentwood cases that further demonstrated the 
craftsmanship of  the people making the machines. 

Machines from this period are my favourite not only because they are great for sewing but also 
because I enjoy their elegant style. These sewing machines were timeless pieces of  domestic 
machinery, essential to the daily function of  a household. They were designed and manufactured 
at great expense to last indefinitely and they have. I have a number of  these machines in my 
collection. Here are a few of  my favourites: 

Singer 99K - the first portable electric sewing machine 

Singer 221 - the wonderful “Featherweight” portable 
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Singer 201 - “the best sewing machine ever made” 

 

Singer 15-91 - based on the most successful sewing machine model ever 
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Why You Should Buy A 

Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 
5 Reasons 
If  you are a crafter, home sewist, quilter, or even make your own equipment for camping there 
comes a time when you are going to want to purchase a sewing machine. More often than not, 
this means purchasing a brand new machine. You may not realize that a vintage sewing machine 
is often a better choice than purchasing a new one. Vintage machines are reliable, durable and 
inexpensive, and can be used for all types of  sewing from garments, to home decor, to camping 
gear or crafts. With a little research you can often find a vintage machine for less than $50 that 
can be rejuvenated with a little Tender Loving Care. 

When it comes to sewing machines, it's hard not to want all the latest bells and whistles. Today's 
plastic wonders offer computerized embroidery, stitching in all directions, and more decorative 
stitches than you could ever use. Unless you are doing specialized sewing, such as machine 
embroidery, you'll find that you will only use a few of  the many features that you'll find on a 
modern sewing machine. The rest will just sit there unused for the life of  the machine. 

On the other hand, vintage machines are simpler and better constructed. While it's true that they 
don't have hundreds of  decorative stitches and features, they have been designed to do one thing 
very well - sew a beautiful straight stitch. 

Here are five reasons to buy a vintage Singer sewing machine: 
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Stitch Quality & Value 

Simple But Good 
Everything about these machines was designed to work and to be as durable as possible. 
Compromising on quality was never even considered; everything was made of  steel or iron. In an 
age when most people made their own clothes, even domestic sewing machines had to be 
incredibly tough and rugged. They had to chew through everything from silk, to denim, to 
cowhide leather and they were expected to do it without complaint or fault. 

Stitch Quality 
Most of  these older sewing machines may only do a single, straight stitch but they do it incredibly 
well. Some of  them don't even have a reverse on them, but they still sew a great straight stitch. 
Because these machines are mechanical, rather than electronic, it's easy to adjust the tension on 
them and they can handle all weights of  threads. If  you really need more than a straight stitch, 
you can buy attachments, such as the zigzagger to add additional stitch options. Many of  the 
machines were also made to do double needle stitching – using two needles, rather than the twin 
needles we use today.  

Price 
Lets get to it. You can buy three vintage sewing machines for the cost of  a low-price entry level 
modern machine. Where a new entry level machine may cost you as much as $150, most 
common vintage Singer sewing machines can be purchased for under $50. In general, the people 
selling a vintage sewing machine don’t know or care about the abilities of  the machine for sale. 
More often than not, the machine has been stored in a basement or attic for years, or has been 
inherited from a family member. The machine is often dirty and so stiff  that you can barely move 
the needle up and down. Sometimes the electrical cables need repair or a part may be missing - 
both of  which should allow you to negotiate a substantially lower price.  

There are so many of  these old machines available that there is no need to purchase one that is 
severely damaged or deficient. With a little patience and some knowledge of  what type of  
machine you are looking for, you can easily find one that will make you happy. After a little 
cleaning and some oiling you will end up with a fully capable, attractive sewing machine that will 
be running decades after the modern machine has been sent to the landfill. 
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Style 

The Quality Shows 
Would you rather use a glossy black and gold, wood-cased classic, or a cheap, flimsy, cloud-white 
modern machine? Even when your classic Singer isn’t being used, you can put it on a shelf  or on 
a side table and it can sit there as a beautiful piece of  industrial art. How many modern machines 
can do that? 

Antique sewing machines were designed to appeal to people’s sense of  style. Buying a sewing 
machine was a huge investment. They were so expensive, Singer had to offer instalment 
payments just so that the average person could own one. Considering that the machines cost so 
much, people weren’t willing to spend the money on something unless what they received in 
return was absolutely spectacular.  

Beauty Restored 
Rejuvenating the machines is a great pleasure. There is something fulfilling about taking an older, 
often neglected machine and bringing it back to life with your own hands. It is great to see a 
machine return to its former glory under your care. This Singer 201 was restored very easily by 
cleaning the body and the internal gears, oiling the moving parts and now it is practically a work 
of  art. 

Singer 201 
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After the What & the Why 
Time to Prepare 
Awesome marketing leading to life changing events, innovation leading to beautiful and 
functional machines, large selection leading to the perfect choice: that is the Singer legacy. 

Now that you have a good sense of  the options that are available it’s time to get ready to start 
looking for your own machine! Time to learn what model to choose, how to find it and how to 
evaluate a specific machine prior to purchase. Check out the next book in the series to get you 
started. 

Good Luck and Happy Hunting! 
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The Vintage Singer Sewing 

Machine Series 

This book is part of  the first course in the Singer Vintage Sewing Machine Series from 
Chatterbox Quilts. The series consists of  five courses that will provide you with all that you need 
to know about buying and restoring a vintage Singer sewing machine. Each course consists of  a 
carefully designed combination of  ebook, video, reference materials and links to Youtube and 
online resources. The ebooks and videos are each complete in of  themselves and can be used 
individually. The learning process is greatly enhanced if  the ebooks and videos for each course 
are used together. Everyone has a different learning style and the wide range of  information 
sources in each course provides you with opportunities to learn when and how you want. Here is 
the list of  courses: 

Vintage Singer Sewing Machines 

Find out what a vintage Singer sewing machine is and why you should buy one. 

• Ebook: Vintage Singer Sewing Machines 

• Video Tutorials: Vintage Singer Sewing Machines; Buy A Vintage Sewing Machine 

Find a Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 

Learn how to decide on a model, where to buy it and how to evaluate the specific machine when 
you are about to make a purchase. 

• Ebook: Find a Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 

• Video Tutorials: Purchase A Vintage Sewing Machine; Evaluate A Vintage Sewing Machine; Vintage 
Sewing Machine Attachments 
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Restore a Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 

Learn how to restore, repair and maintain your new purchase. 

• Ebook: Restore a Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 

• Video Tutorials: Restore Your Vintage Singer Sewing Machine; Maintain Your Vintage Singer Sewing 
Machine; Repair Your Vintage Singer Sewing Machine 

The Collection 

Take a tour of  the various vintage Singer sewing machines that Kim has in her collection. 

• Ebook: The Collection 

• Video Tutorials: The Classic Collection; The Transitional Collection 

Vintage Singer Sewing Machine Projects 

Instructions on how to make two projects using your newly acquired vintage Singer sewing 
machine. Patterns for both projects are included. 

• Ebook: Projects for Vintage Singer Sewing Machines 

• Video Tutorials: Featherweight Base Cozy; Table Topper Construction, Table Topper Backing and Quilting 
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Kim Jamieson-Hirst of  Chatterbox Quilts 
Kim has been designing quilt, hand embroidery and soft toy patterns for Chatterbox Quilts since 
2008. Her designs and articles have been featured in Quilter's Connection Magazine, The 
Country Register, and Irish Quilting magazine, as well as Bustle & Sew ezine.  

Kim is an active blogger who shares information about quilts, hand embroidery, vintage sewing 
machines - just about anything to do with fabric. You can find her blog at: chatterboxquilts.com/
blog. She has an extensive YouTube channel where she shares videos about quilting, book reviews 
and her love (some would say, obsession) of  vintage sewing machines. You can find her YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/chatterboxquilter. 

Kim is a Janome artisan, creating and sharing projects created on her Janome 8900, the Artistic 
Edge digital cutter and the 500E embroidery machine. 

Recently Kim has launched a new series of  courses that build on her experience with the wide 
range of  content delivery that is available. These new courses leverage the unique aspects of  
written, video and web-based content delivery to provide a positive and compelling learning 
experience for everyone. 

Kim loves to share her passion for teaching with others and welcomes the opportunity to make 
new friends. You can contact her at: kim@chatterboxquilts.com.
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